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In July, the Bavaria Shandong 
office celebrates the twentieth 
anniversary of the German state’s 
official trade cooperation with 
Shandong Province. Qingdao and 
Yantai became two of fourteen 
Special Economic Zones in 1984. 
The Chinese government was 
also seeking to raise foreign 
involvement in areas formerly 
exposed to other cultures. Because 
of Qingdao’s German heritage and 
the attractiveness of Shandong for 
foreign trade,  Bavaria expressed 
intent to swap economic ministries. 
The liaison office relocated to 
Qingdao from Jinan in 2004.

Chief Representative Dr. Christian 
Geltinger describes the office’s 

activities as “deepening the 
relationship between the two 
states, making it easier to enter into 
mutually-beneficial relationships.” 
Tasks range from  ‘partnering’ firms 
to eliciting testimonials from firms 
that have been active in Shandong. 

This month Dr. Geltinger will lead a 
delegation from Shandong to meet 
with government- and business 
leaders in the Bavarian capital of 
Munich. While the international 
delegation is a good way to build 
trust in official relationships, Dr. 
Geltinger believes that more can 
be done to develop community 
between both sides. He is excited 
by the prospect of direct flights 
between Qingdao and Munich. As 

Qingdao becomes a ‘gateway’ city 
for Germans coming to Asia, he feels 
that it would also be wise for the 
city to invest in its many German 
heritage sites. He also hopes to draw 
attention to the relationship by 
bringing world-famous footballers 
FC Bayern-München to Shandong for 
an exhibition match in 2008. 

The success of the project over 
the past twenty years has led the 
office into a new phase, which 
Dr. Geltinger greets with a smile. 
“Taking care of people here should 
be our main interest,” he says. 
“To keep businesses in Shandong 
rather than just attract them, and to 
continuously build an international 
community in Qingdao.”
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